
SIXTY YEARS OF FLIGHT   THE AERO CLUB OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA  

Bass Strait forming a positive 
barrier between Tasmania and 
the Australian mainland, it’s 
not surprising that Tasmania 
played a major role in the de-
velopment of Australian avia-
tion. 
 
The Tasmanian section of the 
Australian Aero Club was 
formed in Launceston in 1926, 
with active flying operations 
commencing November 1930. 
The Southern Section started 
flying from Brighton in the early 

1930’s. By 1935 flying mem-
bers totalled 85 with prominent 
Tasmanian names such as 
Holyman, Gatenby, Boss-
Walker, Fitzgerald, Davies, 
Mills, Miller, Reed and Youl.  
When Cambridge was devel-
oped as Hobart’s airport, the 
Southern Section transferred 
there in    November 1935, oc-
cupying a new hangar and 
clubhouse facilities. Opera-
tions continued at Cambridge 
until disrupted by World War 
two. 
Operations recommenced after 
the war and moves began to 
form the Southern Section into 
a separate club. Following 

lengthy and difficult negotia-
tions, a group of Hobart busi-
nessmen put their names to 
the Memorandum and Arti-
cles of Association of the 
Aero Club of Southern Tas-
mania. These gentlemen 
were R. O. Harris, L. Nettle-
fold, H. M. Heathorn, G. L. 
Roberts, D. McPhee, D. Me-
ridith, C. E. Davies, K. J. 
McWilliams and G. Grant. 
Operations commenced on 
July 1 1947 
 
The club’s first aircraft was a 
de Havilland Gipsy Moth 
DH60M VH-ULM, an aircraft 
which was still operating in 

the 1970’s. The club operated 
another Gipsy Moth VH-ULN 
and Cirrus Moth VH-UAU. As 
performance and comfort of 
aircraft increased the Tigers, 
Austers and Chipmunks were 
replaced by Cessnas such as 
the 172, 182 and 206.  
A driving force in establishing 
the club was Lloyd Jones, an 
ex RAAF flying officer who 
had bee appointed Chief Fly-

ing Instructor of the Southern Sec-
tion  
 
in 1946. His dynamic personality and 
brilliant flying ability helped the fledg-
ling club survive the early days. How-
ever, the personal challenge of flying  
still  remains an alluring attraction for 
those who become involved. 

 

PASSION FOR FLIGHT      

L: Geoff Sansom checking out at Aeradio Cam-
bridge prior to cross country flight   02/11/47. 
B: Jack Koerbin September 1946 

Rex Shearing  May 1946 
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